
Draft Letter to MPs on Agroecology (Food Security)  Bill

	Dear MP

I am  writing to ask your support for the Agroecology (Food Security) Bill in the upcoming Private Member’s Bill (PMB) ballot, which has been drafted by the Agroecology Alliance and is supported by the organisations listed below. This PMB, should it become an Act, would require the UK Government to develop a strategy for achieving an orderly transition to sustainable agroecological methods of food production to ensure food security, and would apply to policies in England and to UK overseas policies promoted by Defra, DFID and BIS.

Our reasons for drafting the Bill and for seeking your endorsement are to ensure that food production can contribute to the growing challenge of feeding the national, regional and global populations whilst also ensuring a balanced diet and long-term protection of natural resources.

Agroecology is an exciting scientific advancement in farming, involving the application of ecological science to food production and food systems. It can provide a clear scientific and highly innovative answer to the concerns of many of your constituents – food security, climate change, flooding, droughts, biodiversity loss, animal welfare and public health.

The conclusion of the UN/World Bank IAASTD report (International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge Science and Technology for Development) in 2009 was that the present intensive systems of food production were not only failing to feed everyone an adequate diet (890 million people are hungry and 1,500 million are overweight or obese) but are also causing serious long term harm to the planet. The report made it clear that ‘business as usual’ was not an option and called for reforms so that agroecology becomes the main form of farming. This would be linked to social and economic reforms, including an emphasis on localised production.

Agroecology has been scientifically assessed and has been shown to be the best way to produce enough food and crucially the right foods for human health, without breaching the planetary limits for pollution, air and water use and biodiversity losses.  At the heart of agroecological techniques is the restoration of soils, which are currently seriously degraded, threatening our future food security and climate. The ability for agroecology to improve our soils offers a real win-win for farmers, the government and the public. It makes soils highly productive for a more diverse range of produce; more able to cope with floods and droughts; and able to substantially mitigate against climate change by sequestering vast amounts of carbon from the atmosphere. Organic farming systems and techniques, agro- forestry and permaculture all form part of the agroecological approach.

The reforms would take place within the framework of food sovereignty. This places strong emphasis on local production meeting local needs, and allows producers and consumers a far greater say in how the system operates; for instance to substantially cut food waste and to ensure access to a balanced diet. Food sovereignty also aims to improve rural livelihoods, the transparency of the food chain, and the quality of food produced. Such an approach also has the potential to increase rural employment within a new food supply chain. 

I would very grateful if you could support the Agroecology (Food Security) Bill by:

· agreeing to put your name forward for the Private Members’ ballot once it opens 

· adopting the Bill if you are lucky enough to be drawn high in the ballot

· attending readings of the Bill should it be adopted and tabled by another MP

I look forward to hearing from you and would be pleased to send you a copy of the draft Bill and to brief you in person about the science and thinking behind it.

Yours etc



