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The farm business 
• Established organic 1976 
• Present site 24 years stockfree 
• Produce over 70 crops-100tonnes pa 
• Self sufficient system 
• Local sales 

 



The trial 
• Testing and comparing soil assessment for 

specific horticultural systems 
Focus on: 
• Soil organic matter 
• Increased soil life 
• NRM soil health test 
• Visual assessment 
• Earthworms 

 



The Trials site 



Trials site cropping 



The field rotation 

Year 1+2 Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 Year6 

Year7 

O.winter green manure 

O.W Gm 
O.W  
G M 

Undersown long term GM 



Green manure: grazing rye/crimson red 
clover/yellow trefoil 

First GM sown mid July, second sown early 
September 



Trial layout 
edge bed 6 bed 5 bed 4 bed 3 bed 2 bed 1 edge early sowing in mid July

late sowing in early Sept
buffer row
agroforestry tree row

150m
GM mixture includes:
crimson clover
red clover
yellow trefoil
plus veg or rye

<-1m-> <-1.5m->
12m

path







Bed Score spring Score autumn
1a 1 1
1b 2 1
1c 1 1
2a 1 1
2b 1.5 1
2c 1 1
3a 1 1
3b 1 1
3c 1 1
4a 1 2
4b 2 2
4c 1 1
5a 1 1
5b 1.5 1
5c 1.5 2
6a 1 2
6b 2 2
6c 1 2

Visual Soil Assessment 

VSA Eblex-DairyCo method: 
1=friable; 5=very compact 



The earthworm populations 
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