All change please 

We are living in a changing world. Organic farmers, along with  all farmers across the globe, are operating within a new order of global warming and apparent food shortage. 

For some time the apparent “killer question” to organic farmers, researchers and enthusiasts has been: can organic farming feed the world? We now need to turn such interrogation on its head and ask – for how long can “conventional” agriculture with its greed for oil, water and soil feed anyone?

Organic agriculture is the only option left in our looming energy crisis, when oil becomes too expensive and scarce for farming use. As the saying goes, the Stone Age didn’t end when we ran out of stones, rather new developments and new directions took over.
In the meantime our new World order is causing particular difficulties for properly engaged UK organic producers. Amongst consumers, feelings of diminishing affluence, post credit crunch, have to be factored in to a market where middle class spare cash may well be in short supply. It will be interesting to see what priority our society attaches to healthy food and environment care under this new economic construct.
And we have a new challenge in growing sections of the media, questioning the sustainability and merit of organic food and farming. Urs Niggli, the director of the research institute FiBL in Switzerland reports spending much of his time tackling anti-organic writing in German and Swiss publications. He fears much of it is sponsored by life science companies.

Research colleagues report that this year - for the first time - farmers co-operating in our trials programme have become extremely focused on attempting to achieve far greater yield from organic crops. This is being driven by the diminishing differential between organic and conventional prices (alongside yield differentials) and is a trend that needs monitoring to avoid over-intensification of organic production.

We must re-configure our arguments to take account of the point that a "hungry world" may well start to suspend its interest in what many see as the premium niche of organic farming and food. Without economic sustainability now, many small organic producers across the UK will not survive to play their much needed role in the  organic future.

