Update on Bluetongue

Leave it to market forces?

Bluetongue serotype 1 (BTV-1) has now spread across France as close to the UK as Brittany. At the end of last year BTV-1 was confirmed in imported livestock on a farm near Blackpool in Lancashire. So, as we head towards Spring and some warmer, midge - active weather, farmers across the UK may well be worrying about the availability of BTV -1 vaccine if the eventual need arises to vaccinate against BTV -1 as well as BTV- 8. In France all farmers are now required to do just that. 
Vaccine manufacturer Fort Dodge's mass vaccination campaign with its product Zulvac 1 is progressing throughout France. The company is reported to be working on licences for a number of other European countries - including the UK. However, Defra has confirmed it will not be issuing a tender for any Bluetongue vaccines for 2009, but will instead open up supply to the free market.
It is reckoned that about 12 million doses of BTV-8 vaccine still remain in the UK because in some areas the uptake last year has been much lower than predicted. Observers say that it will now be up to manufacturers how much additional vaccine is released into the marketplace. But the free market approach to vaccination has a rather patchy history. 
In common with most commercial enterprises, vaccine manufacturers don’t like to rely on chance. They need to know that they are guaranteed orders and payment in full before embarking on expensive research, development, registration and manufacture processes. And, since other EU countries are going to tender formally for available vaccines, this could mean that the UK finds itself at the end of yet another animal health queue.

The latest statistics from Defra (January 19th) show Bluetongue confirmed on 149 farm holdings.
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