Have your say on CAP health check

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has launched a twelve-week consultation on the European Commission’s proposals for the “Health Check” of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

The Health Check is a planned review of the major CAP reforms of 2003, which could have potentially significant implications for farmers across the EU, for the environment and for the price of food. As well as reviewing the 2003 reforms, the Health Check is also intended to prepare the way for longer-term reform of the CAP following the EU budget review in 2009/10.

Defra’s consultation is seeking comments on the proposed improvements to the Single Payment Scheme, new environmental challenges and market competition. 

The environmental aspects are of particular interest to the organic sector, says Richard Sanders of The Organic Research Centre – Elm Farm.

“Defra and the EU are asking us to respond to the four environmental challenges of climate change, bio-energy, water management and biodiversity. In addition this health check has to address the crucial question of wildlife and biodiversity effects as a result of ending set-aside. We need to consider new items such as protection and management of water, specific landscape features, and buffer strips along water courses as requirements of good environmental management; and the increasing - and compulsory - use of CAP funds for rural development programmes.”

The consultation period began on June 9th , and will last for 12 weeks, closing on  September 1st. It is expected that agreement between Member States will be reached at an EU Agriculture Council in November, with the European Parliament delivering an opinion around the same time. This would mean that the final Health Check legislation is likely to be formally adopted in December this year.
 To participate in the consultation, go to -www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/cap-healthcheck/ 

The Government and the devolved administrations have published their aims for the Health Check at:  www.defra.gov.uk/farm/policy/capreform/index.htm
The UK Government’s longer term vision for the CAP is available at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk/farm/policy/capreform/index.htm
ends
