Sterile cul-de-sac of GM crops
Commentary from the Organic Research Centre 

A big, new push is under way from bioscience companies to promote their GM crops on the back of global worries about food shortage and high prices. To arms, to arms, a new approach is needed from the organic sector to fight this move.

As promise piles on promise for what these “second-generation” GM crops will deliver, the truth is that these companies – Monsanto, Syngenta and so on – have so far failed to deliver crops capable of thriving in drought, salt or nutrient deprived conditions. That breakthrough eludes them. And doubts about future delivery are fuelled by the over-hyped promise of their first generation Roundup-Ready and pest resistant crops, which has not been met.  

The recent IAASTD report (International Assessment of Agricultural Science and Technology for Development) concluded that for food and crop production “business as usual is no longer an option”. It called for a shift to ‘agroecological’ food production. In fact large sections of the IAASTD favoured organic production, much to the anger of the United States and the GM lobby.

Commenting in London recently, Professor Bob Watson, formerly IAASTD chairman and now chief scientific adviser to Defra, stated quite clearly that – “The absence of GM crops is not the driver of hunger today”. That accolade more sensibly goes to global poverty – where the poorest are now priced out of the food economy and where method of production, GM or otherwise, is an irrelevance.

The argument against GM crops has moved on from the frightening spectre of “Frankenfoods” and health scares. Quite simply, the GM route reinforces an outdated model of industrial, energy reliant agriculture, wholly unsuitable for adapting to and dealing with the conditions that climate change and expensive, scarce oil bring for global food security. 
Most importantly we have to ask if undue research and commercial focus on GM foods and crops is diverting our attention from the development of truly reliable alternatives of sustainable (organic) agriculture which are capable of feeding a hungry world today and tomorrow.
 

Richard Sanders
