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EFRC Programme:

Project Aim: The aim of this scoping study is to find out how farmers learn and how
farmers and researchers collaborate when undertaking agro-ecosystems research.

Abstract of Research: This scoping project examines ways of generating knowledge for
organic and other forms of sustainable farming and land use. The efficiency and
productivity of organic farming depends on the ability of both farmers and scientists to
adapt knowledge to specific agro-ecological, social and economic contexts. The



challenge for sustainable agricultural research is to develop knowledge that can be used
to adapt farming to local specificity and ecology. It is necessary to understand how
farmers learn, make decisions, benchmark and carry out their own informal
experimentation to find the system that meet their needs and their local ecological
context. Similarly, there is a need for more understanding about how researchers can
examine whole systems.

This requires greater understanding amongst scientists and between scientists and
farmers, recognising each other's strengths and weaknesses and finding ways of working
together. This interdisciplinary subject will be examined by a team of social,
environmental and biological researchers with the aim of identify good practice in
interdisciplinary research on agro ecosystems in UK agriculture. At the same time this
collaborative project will build the capacity of individual researchers involved.

Objectives:
e How do organic farmers innovate, learn and develop farming systems that are best
suited for their land and the context of their farming enterprise?
e How do research scientists carry out whole farm agro-ecosystems research?
e How can farmers and researchers collaborate?

Expected Benefits: Hopefully this project can help to determine how farmers and
researchers can best collaborate to produce useful and rigorous results in a systems
context, which can then guide methods used by future research projects.
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