On being organic and “anti-normal” (Bulletin 86)
It’s been a busy December. Last time in the Bulletin we quoted Iain Tolhurst,

leading organic grower and organic thinker urging “it is time to get the movement

back on course and end this selling out to the mass market, global economy idea.”

It was time, Iain said, to get back to a proper, deep rooted organic philosophy.
To our great relief and delight, it seems that Iain is not alone in his wish to get the

UK organic movement back on track. December 11th and 12th saw 170 organic

producers gathered at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester for a conference

created by them and facilitated by The Organic Research Centre, Elm Farm and a

new body - Organic Inform. Organic Producers: In principle and In practice was in

effect a rallying point for those who want “to do the job properly”. It posed the

questions do we now have an organic movement at all? Is the organic honeymoon

over? Are standards split between big business and family farms?
Out of the conference have come two new groupings in organic poultry producers

and amongst growers. Both to give a voice and consumer connection in areas

where, for example, the march of industrialisation and supposedly equivalent

imports have been particularly corrosive to true principles. Out of it too has come a

new sense of optimism that producers have the will to grab back control and as one

delegate put it “become anti-normal again”.
At the same time Organic Inform has been launched. It is a new venture run by The

Organic Research Centre- Elm Farm with Defra funding. Its mission is to deliver

and exchange up to date, independent and reliable data and news to help producers

make the most of organic markets. It is another element of “grabbing back control”.
And finally in this hectic period you may have noticed that we have a new name.

The Organic Research Centre – Elm Farm. “This change of name is a reaffirmation

of our commitment to the organic cause and principles. With it we are publicly

underlining our core purpose and goal of building organic best practice out of

principles as the best method of farming and land use in our fragile environment,

says director Lawrence Woodward. “We are very proud of our organic heritage and wish to reflect that clearly in our name.”
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