Vaccination, vaccination, vaccination
How refreshing it is to read that an eminent veterinary association is finally calling for preventive vaccination to be used in the fight against foot and mouth disease.

“Losses in trade that are always used as an argument against vaccination are, in our opinion, less important than the implications for animal welfare,” say the vets. 

Sadly though this is not the British Veterinary Association or Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons being outspoken but the German Federal Veterinary Organisation the BTK. 

In the light of the latest outbreak of FMD in the UK the German vets are urging their Government to question all trade restrictions following emergency vaccination against FMD. 

Since 1992 no preventive vaccination against FMD has been carried out within the EU. In case of an outbreak the veterinary authorities can decide, pending permission from the European Commision, to carry out emergency vaccination. 

Usually this will lead to a prolonged period of trade restrictions for vaccinated animals and their products within the European Union and in third countries. The reason for trade restrictions is the assumption that vaccinated animals cannot be distinguished from infected animals. Modern marker vaccines are available that permit the differentiation of vaccinated and infected animals. 

At The Organic Research Centre – Elm Farm we wholeheartedly agree with the German vets and urge UK vets to put their heads above the parapet and lobby loudly for preventive vaccination too.

By early August - after the fiasco at Pirbright first became evident - Defra ordered 300,000 doses of the appropriate strain of FMD vaccine. If it had used them then in a preventive cordon around the perimeter of the surveillance zone and then working inwards in a damping down programme we would not now be looking at an on-going crisis.

The only barrier to vaccination deployment continues to be strident calls from nameless meat traders and ill-informed “macho” farming leaders who fear loss of international trade and loss of national pride.
As the agricultural “sick man of Europe” we no longer have any national pride to lose. And as for trade, the only current barrier is a three month longer ban on exports if vaccination is deployed. How long will the Surrey outbreaks linger on because vaccination wasn’t used? 
