A scorched earth policy – Richard Sanders
It had a worthy title – Arable Cropping in a Changing Climate and no doubt it had a worthy aim too, in looking at the potential impacts of climate change on UK agriculture and at how farmers can adapt.
But below the title (and below the aims) there was little of worthy interest for organic farmers at the recent research and development conference of the Home Grown Cereals Authority (HGCA).

This should have been a key gathering of arable minds to discuss true sustainability

for UK crop production. It should have had organic systems at its heart. Instead organic farming received barely a mention.
So as the world hurtles towards an ever warmer future, delegates to the conference busied themselves with debate on the business opportunities that climate change presents. Let’s make some money, they said, before it’s too late.
As the conference reached its climax, Monsanto stepped forward to talk on UK biodiesel. ADAS spoke on the development of wheat for the biofuels market while another session studied the opportunities for growing crops for biopolymers.

Delegates voted 67 to 41 in favour of a motion suggesting that climate change delivers more opportunities than threats to UK agriculture. One has to ask, just what planet these farmers/delegates are living on – Scorched Earth perhaps?

Our new world of global warming, end of oil, huge population growth and general diminishing natural resources is not a vision of the future. It is the reality of today.

All these issues are now driving the natural and business climate for farming.

With organic agriculture’s lack of reliance on fossil fuels; it’s strength in diversity; it’s ability to be at the heart of local food economies and its positive health qualities, it should be at the top of the agenda of R and D conferences and first in the queue for research funding.

Let’s hope the HGCA sees the organic light soon. To steal a verse from the great Tom Lehrer -
Oh we will all fry together when we fry.
We'll be french fried potatoes by and by.
There will be no more misery
When the world is our rotisserie,
Yes, we will all fry together when we fry.
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