The long arm of GM contamination

French organic farmers say GM maize has contaminated their crops from 35 km away

Fears of serious, long distance contamination of organic farms by GM crops appear top be borne out by an incident in central France.The farm at Villiers-en-Plaine in the department of Deux Sevres exhibited GM contamination maize even though the nearest recorded GM fields are over 35km away.

The farmer has lodged a complaint with the local authorities but so far has received no response. He now plans to take legal action to recover compensation.

Meanwhile, the risks of farmers hitching their wagon to the GM bandwagon have been illustrated by news that Roundup maker Monsanto has doubled the price of this herbicide in the last year. Across North America farmers planting GM, RoundupReady crops have been attempting to hedge their risks by bulk buying Roundup, whilst some dealers have been refusing to sell. In some parts where over 95 per cent of farmers plant RR crops there are fears that supplies of Roundup may dry up altogether.

Monsanto reckons its profits from Roundup will be some US$1.8 billion this year.
Both these stories are extracted from the GM Freeze campaign ( ORC is a member) newsletter – Thin Ice.
The GM Freeze campaign brings together individuals and organisations who share the public's deep concern about genetic engineering in food and farming. Some believe there is no place for the technology in our countryside and on our plates - others think it could bring benefits as long as it can be properly regulated and the consumer is offered genuine choice. The thing that unites them all is the immediate need to stop and consider the massive social, economic and environmental effects worldwide. 

Current members organisations include: Action Against Allergy, Ace Plumbing, Action Aid, Ace Plumbing, African Initiatives, Christian Ecology Link, Daylesford Organic, Econexus, The Organic Research Centre -Elm Farm, Ethical Consumer, Farm, Find Your Feet, Friends of the Earth, Friends of the Earth Scotland, GM-Free Cymru, The Good Gardeners Association, Hemel Hempstead GM Action Group, Practical Action, Munlochy GM Vigil, National Federation of Women's Institutes, Pesticide Action Network, Pro-Natural Food Scotland, Scientists for Global Responsibility, Small Farms Association, The Soil Association, The Vegan Society and the Wholesome Food Association.
www.gmfreeze.org
