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The Farm 



 

Food from Earth 

Healthy Soil 

















Aims 

Reduce energy consumption per unit of 
food produced 
To increase soil Organic Matter % 
Maintain good soil structure 
Use composted manures and avoid acid 
load 
Graze animals from February to November 



How We Do It? 

Lower input organic farming system 
Rotational paddock 12hour grass 
allocation. Platemeter measurements 
“On-off” grazing 
“Deferred” grazing 
“Extended” grazing 
Soil aeration 



Need to check soils 
with spade before… 



 

Avoid 
compaction 

use three 
wheels! 



…..Aeration 



Moving shelters and grazing in snow 



Mixed herb sward deep 
rooting. 

•Plantain 
•Chicory 
•Clover 
•HS grasses 



Valuable Nutrient/organic matter 
source. 





Summary 
Use a spade to determine compaction 
Soil test  
Reduce pasture damage 

• Regular animal moving 
• Trough and shelter management 

Use High sugar grasses to balance available 
N and Energy 
Chinese proverb “Man who keep feet firmly 
on the ground have trouble putting on their 
pants” 



Working with Soils: Soil Biology & Nutrient Management Workshop 
12 March 2014 10:00 - 12 March 2014 15:00 

Longnor Village Hall, Longnor, SY5 7PP 
This event will also include a farm walk at The Farm, Longnor, with the kind permission 

of Tim Downes and family. 
The workshop is aimed at all livestock and arable farmers and is designed to help you to 

improve soil performance on your farm. 
We have brought together two experts, Roger Hitchings and John Morgan, to explain 
how you can do this on your farms. In addition we will be hearing from our host Tim 

Downes on how he manages to maximise the potential of his soils and forage production 
for the dairy herd at The Farm. 

The session will: 
- Inspire you to develop a better understanding of soil and the benefits that healthy soils 

have on your farming system 
- Highlight ways that you can Increase your farm profitability through efficient use of 

nutrient resources 
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