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South West Agricultural Resource Management 
(SWARM) Knowledge Hub 

Aimed at knowledge transfer, skills acquisition and 
behavioural change with regard to management practices 
influencing and mitigating climate change, key related 
ecosystem services and associated business benefits.  
 
• RDPE-funded 
• Web resource www.swarmhub.co.uk  
• Academic and industry partnerships 
• Dissemination from sub-contracted projects 
• Innovation 
• Evidence base from RDPE advisory & grant schemes ORC conference, Aston University, 21-22 Jan '14 

http://www.swarmhub.co.uk/
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Getting the message across 
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Helping to make decisions 

e.g. an inventory to mitigate diffuse water 
mitigation, ghg and ammonia emissions 

By enterprise type, time scale, options 
and expected returns 
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Power of film 
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Understanding carbon 
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Supporting farmer meetings 

British Grassland Society  
Nutrient Wise Demos 



Providing an evidence base 

From the RDPE-funded Soils for Profit programme 

• 1683 soil samples across 6 counties of SW 
• Arable 354, grassland 1278  
• Analysed for pH, SOM, P, K and Mg 

Grassland (%) Arable (%) 

pH 82.5 84.7 

Samples below target index (%) 

SOM 1.6 15.5 

P index 52.1 27.7 

K index 38.5 21.2 

Mg index 1.1 5.6 
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Using case studies to 
demonstrate good 
practice, cost 
relationships and 
innovation 

49 farmer case 
studies: 
• Innovation 
• Practical hints 
• Cost relationships 

Peer to peer 
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What do you think? 
 



 
 
  

 
 

Issues and considerations 
Who’s the audience? Farmers? Advisers?  
What knowledge do farmers want, and in what format? 
 Not just why but how! 
 Drip feeding the message 
Use of computers and smart phones 
Getting across difficult and conflicting messages 
What drives behavioural change? Economics? 
 Focus on the win-wins? 
Measuring change – attitudes/approaches?  
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