
Cover Crop and Living Mulch 
Toolbox 

 



Subsidiary Crops 
Short term crops grown in-between or alongside 
main cash crop. 
Not grown for direct economic benefit but 
primarily for their ecosystem services 



Why use them? 
One of the main aims of using cover crops and 
living mulches is to protect the soil and to 
improve overall soil fertility.  
 

Other benefits include:  
– Weed suppression 
– Improved soil structure  
– Adding OM to soils 
– Biodiversity 
– Improved productivity 



Species choice 
Farmers and growers tend to use the same few 
tried and tested species as cover crops and living 
mulches.  
 
And why change it? 
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Toolbox 



www.covercrops.eu 





A ‘Wiki’ is an online database 
collaboratively developed by a community 
of users where all are able to add to and 

edit its content  



The OSCAR Wiki 
• Interactive, user-fed knowledge source of regionally 

relevant information on: 
 
– Subsidiary crop species  
– Machinery and methods 
– Farm case studies 

 
• Constantly evolving through contributions 

 
– Adding comments 
– Editing pages 
– Uploading images 
– Creating pages 
– Translating pages 
– Growers experiences 





Species information 



• How to become a user? 



Please Register! 

• In the top right of the page click on ‘Create 
account’ 

• Designate yourself a username + password 



Species Database 

Results of the OSCAR subsidiary crop screening 
trials and other screening programmes.  
Contains information commonly used subsidiary 
crop species as well as less familiar, often not 
cultivated species. 
Both species with good potential and those 
revealed not to be so promising.  









Decision Support Tool 

• This practical tool allows users to search the 
database for cover crop and living mulch 
species according to geographical region, soil, 
and crop characteristics and use.  

• The search generates a set of plant profiles to 
fit these user defined specifications and allows 
for the comparison of the species properties.  











Hungarian Vetch 



Widely grown in 
Mediterranean and 
US as winter cover 
crop 

 

Hairy vetch (Vicia villosa) 



Revealed to be one 
of the most 
productive species in 
our screening 

Purple vetch (Vicia benghalensis) 



www.covercrops.eu 

Future development 



Any Questions? 



 



Workshop 

You will require: 
• Laptop + internet access 
• Go to   www.covercrops.eu 

 

http://www.covercrops.eu/


Workshop ideas 

• Editing wiki – adding info, creating a page, 
translating (see Henry’s ppt for example) 

• Database 
• Decision Support Tool 
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