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What can biodiversity do for agroforestry?
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main selling points of agroforestry. Research comparing biodiversity in European agroforestry and 
-

-
rol, pollination, and nutrient cycling. This is particularly important to provide evidence to farmers who are 
under pressure to adopt more sustainable practices such as reduced usage of pesticide and synthetic ferti-
lisers, while also facing higher prices for such inputs. Studies show higher abundances of natural enemies 
and pollinators and lower abundances of pests in some agroforestry systems, but it is more challenging to 

Knowledge on the role of soil organisms to support nutrient cycling, improved soil structure and plant 

Going forward, there should be greater consideration of how the design and management of agrofo-
restry systems can be optimised to support functional biodiversity and the delivery of these ecosystem 

with foraging distances of pollinators or predators from tree understoreys? What combinations of tree 

pollinators? Can we increase pest control services by providing nest boxes for birds and bats in new and 
young agroforestry plantings? What is the best way to manage tree understoreys to support pollination 

compared with mown understoreys. Providing such evidence to both farmers and policy makers is key to 

use that, through enhanced ecosystem services provided by biodiversity, reduces the need for external in-
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